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THE NEW DESIGNS FOR OUR COINAGE. 


A very general interest has been felt by Numismatists in the steps which 
have been taken to improve the designs borne on the Silver Coins of the 
United States. The readers of the Yournal are no doubt familiar with the 
earlier measures proposed, — inviting competitive designs. It was publicly 
stated, when these proposals appeared, that the inducements offered by the 
Government were not’sufficient to elicit suggestions of value, much less com- 
plete designs for the purpose. Artists who might have given thought to the 
matter, complained that their time would be wasted, as they would receive 
nothing for their labor unless their models were accepted; and the result 
scems to have been, as was anticipated, a complete failure to produce any- 
thing that would unite beauty with utility and the practical necessities 
involved. When the Director of the Mint suggested to the engraver at 
Philadelphia that he get some one to assist him in some special work that 
was under way, he replied that he did not know of any one in the United 
States who was competent even to assist in this work. During the recent 
competition the celebrated sculptor, August St. Gaudens, who was one of the 
judges in the contest, told Mr. Leech that he knew of only four artists who 
were competent to do this class of designing, and that three of them were in 
France and he was the fourth. He could say this without egotism, for he 
made a special study of this subject before he attained celebrity as a sculptor. 
Admitting most willingly the pre-eminent genius of Mr. St. Gaudens as a 
sculptor, we fear that he can hardly be said to have shown equal talent for 
producing designs adapted to coinage. 

We understand that the design favored by the latter gentleman was some- 
thing after the rude but beautiful coinage of the Greeks. But these designs 
it would be impossible to follow, and Mr. Barber said in a recent interview, 
that there was no machinery in existence to coin such pieces as cheaply and 
as quickly as was necessary. Doubtless American ingenuity could overcome 
this difficulty, but there are others which cannot be overcome. No three 
coins could be piled with stability ; the third would inevitably fall; their high 
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relief would not sustain the constant wear of circulation without soon being 
defaced, the protecting rim on our present coins not being compatible with 
such devices ; their irregularity, and that is one of the chief features advocated 
by those whose suggestions seem to have been sought, would prevent their 
use, and at the same time make an easy field for counterfeiters. 

A correspondent of the Boston Transcript writes (July 31): “ ‘It is not 
likely that another competition will ever be tried for the production of designs 
for United States coins,’ said Mr. Leech, the Director of the Mint, yesterday. 
‘The one just ended was too wretched a failure. Doubtless it was the first 
contest of the sort ever opened by any Government to the public at large. 
The result is not very flattering to the boasted artistic development of this 
country, inasmuch as only two of the three hundred suggestions submitted 
were good enough to receive honorable mention. . . . Anticipating a 
severe popular criticism, the chief engraver will do his utmost to render the 
five cameo pictures called for, as unexceptionable as possible, cesthetically 
speaking. No alteration is to be made in the gold coins, because they are 
really exquisite now and could hardly be improved upon. It is realized that 
the money of a nation is expressive of its art culture. Therefore, lest pos- 
terity imagine the present generation to have been barbarous, it is desirable 
that our silver pieces should be as handsome as may be.” 

“] have told our engraver,” said Mr. Leech to another reporter a few 
days ago, “to prepare me a set of designs for the subsidiary coins to be 
submitted to Secretary Foster. I shall not do anything about the dollar for 
some time. ‘There is no hurry about it, and the weather is too warm for us to 
worry ourselves about anything which does not require immediate attention. 
Our engraver at Philadelphia is the only competent person to prepare these 
designs, but it does not follow from the action I have taken that his work will 
be final. Of course, he receives no additional compensation for this. It is 
part of his regular work. I do not see any prospect of getting designs 
elsewhere in this country. We might get them in France. The French coin 
work is of the most artistic description. But the people of the United States 
would never forgive us if we went outside this country for our designs. To 
be sure, our designer is of an English family, but he is regularly in the em- 
ploy of the Mint.” | He came at an early age we believe, to Philadelphia, 
with his father, and upon the death of the latter was appointed to succeed 
him. | 

The fact seems to be proved from this attempt, that there are no Ameri- 
can artists, outside the Mint, who are competent to furnish designs which it 
would be possible to follow. Whether the Mint officials can supply an accept- 
able device, under the limitations provided by statute, remains to be proved. 
We understand that Mr. Leech is glad that he tried the experiment of inviting 
outside assistance, notwithstanding his regret at the failure of his efforts. 

The final decision in such matters, too often rests in the hands of those 
whose taste has not been numismatically educated, and it would therefore not 
be surprising if a design of much greater artistic merit than that which shall be 
finally adopted, should be rejected, possibly on the ground of utility, as has 
been the case heretofore. ‘‘De gustibus non est disputandum.” Even a 
Cabinet officer, with his multifarious talents, is not necessarily endowed with 
that discriminating taste in the choice of ‘the fairest” and most beautiful, so 
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happily possessed by the son of Priam. ‘‘The judgment of Paris” in awarding 
the apple of discord received the approval of mortals, though Olympus frowned : 
in like manner, the Secretary's ultimate decision, whatever it may be, will no 
doubt give popular satisfaction and incur the wrath of those who reign in the 
realm of art. 


COPPER COINAGE. 
A PAPER COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 15, 1790. 


Tue difficulties which have lately been felt at the Mint, as regards the proposed new 
coinage of silver, seem to have found their counterpart in some respects, in the early days of 
that institution. If it was found, as appears from the following paper, that our own country 
was then unable to supply native artists of equal ability to those abroad, the same seems to be 
true now. If Mr. St. Gaudens is correct in his statement that there are such artists abroad, it 
might be well to let history repeat itself, and endeavor, as has been done heretofore, to induce 

reign talent to come over and make a home in America. We doubt if the law against 
mporting “contract labor” would be applied in such a case. But that may fairly rest until it 
is seen what our Mint designers have to offer. ‘The paper printed below, has a peculiar interest 
at the present time, 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred, by the House of Representatives, the 
letter of John H. Mitchell, reciting certain proposals for supplying the United States 
with copper coinage, has had the same under consideration, according to instruc- 
tions, and begs leave to report thereon as follows : 


The person who wishes to undertake the supply of a copper coinage, sets forth, 
that the superiority of his apparatus and process for coining, enables him to furnish a 
coinage better and cheaper than can be done by any country or person whatever ; that 
his dies are engraved by the first artist in that line in Europe; that his apparatus for 
striking the edge at the same blow with the faces, is new, and singularly ingenious ; 
that he coins by a press on a new principle, and worked by a fire engine, more regu- 
larly than can be done by hand; that he will deliver any quantity of coin, of any size 
and device, of pure unalloyed copper, wrapped in paper and packed in casks, ready for 
shipping, for fourteen pence sterling the pound. 

The Secretary of State has before been apprised, from other sources of informa- 
tion, of the great improvements made by this undertaker, in sundry arts; he is 
acquainted with the artist who invented the method of striking the edge and both 
faces of the coin at one blow; he has seen his process and coins, and sent to the 
former Congress some specimens of them, with certain offers from him, before he 
entered into the service of the present undertaker (which specimens he takes the 
liberty of now submitting to the inspection of the House, as proofs of the superiority 
of this method of coinage, in gold and silver as well as copper). 

He is, therefore, of opinion, that the undertaker, aided by that artist, and by his 
own excellent machines, is truly in a condition to furnish coin in a state of higher per- 
fection than has ever yet been issued by any nation ; that perfection in the engraving 
is among the greatest safeguards against counterfeits, because engravers of the first 
class are few, and elevated by their rank in their art, far above the base and dangerous 
business of counterfeiting. That the perfection of coins will indeed disappear, after 
they are for some time worn among other pieces, and, especially where the figures are 
rather faintly relieved, as on those of this artist; yet, their high finishing, while new, 
is not the less a guard against counterfeits, because these, if carried to any extent, 
may be ushered into circulation new, also, and consequently, may be compared with 
genuine coins in the same state ; that, therefore, whenever the United States shall be 
disposed to have a coin of their own, it will be desirable to aim at this kind of perfec- 
tion. That this cannot be better effected, than by availing themselves, if possible, of 
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the services of the undertaker, and of this artist, whose excellent methods and 
machines are said to have abridged, as well as perfected, the operations of coinage. 
These operations, however, and their expense, being new, and unknown here, he is 
unable to say whether the price proposed be reasonable or not. He is also uncertain, 
whether, instead of the larger copper coin, the Legislature might not prefer a lighter 
one of billon, or mixed metal, as is practiced, with convenience, by several other 
nations —a specimen of which kind of coinage is submitted to their inspection. 

But, the propositions under consideration suppose that the work is to be carried 
on in a foreign country, and that the implements are to remain the property of the 
undertaker; which conditions, in his opinion, render them inadmissible, for these 
reasons: 

Coinage is peculiarly an attribute of sovereignty. To transfer its exercise into 
another country, is to submit it to another sovereign. 

Its transportation across the ocean, besides the ordinary dangers of the sea, 
would expose it to acts of piracy, by the crews to whom it would be confided, as well 
as by others apprised of its passage. 

In time of war, it would offer to the enterprises of an enemy, what have been 
emphatically called the sinews of war. 

If the war were with the nation within whose territory the coinage is, the first 
act of war, or reprisal, might be to arrest this operation, with the implements, and 
materials coined and uncoined, to be used at their discretion. 

The reputation and principles of the present undertaker are safeguards against 
the abuses of a coinage, carried on in a foreign country, where no checks could be 
provided by the proper sovereign, no regulations established, no police, no guard exer- 
cised; in short, none of the numerous cautions hitherto thought essential at every 
mint; but in hands less entitled to confidence, these will become dangers. We may 
be secured, indeed, by proper experiments as to the purity of the coin delivered us 
according to contract, but we cannot be secured against that which, though less pure, 
shall be struck in the genuine die, and protected against the vigilance of Government, 
till it shall have entered into circulation. 

We lose the opportunity of calling in and re-coining the clipped money in circu- 
lation, or we double our risk by a double transportation. 

We lose, in like manner, the resource of coining up our household plate in the 
instant of great distress. 

We lose the means of forming artists to continue the works, when the common 
accidents of mortality shall have deprived us of those who began them. 

In fine, the carrying on a coinage in a foreign country, as far as the Secretary 
knows, is without example ; and general example is weighty authority. 

He is, therefore, of opinion, on the whole, that a mint, whenever established, 
should be established at home: that the superiority, the merit, and means of the 
undertaker, will suggest him as the proper person to be engaged in the establishment 
and conduct of a mint, on a scale which, relinquishing nothing in the perfection of the 
coin, shall be duly proportioned to our purposes. 

And, in the mean while, he is of opinion the present proposals should be 
declined. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, 

April 14th, 1790. 


At Queretaro, and other towns near Mexico, soap is the currency and a legal 
tender for the payment of debts. The cakes are about the size of common brown 
Windsor, and worth 1} cents apiece. Each cake is stamped with the name of the town 
where it is current, and of the person authorized to manufacture and utter it. Celaya 
soap will not pass current in Queretaro. It is by no means uncommon to use these 


cakes for washing the hands and face, and they never lose their current value as long 
as the stamp is preserved. 
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THE MEDALS, JETONS, AND TOKENS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 
SCIENCE OF MEDICINE. 


BY DR. HORATIO R. STORER, NEWPORT, R. I. 
(Continued from Vol. XXV, p. 96} 


I have again to interpolate several medals that have come to my knowledge 
since their place in this enumeration has been passed. 


I. CANADA. 
E. Medico-Ecclesiastical Medals. 

Ste. Anne de Beaupré. 

181. Obverse. As that of No. 127, save that the upper and lower arms of the 
enclosure are rounded instead of pointed, and that in the exergue there is the letter m, 
surmounted by a cross. Inscription: SANCTUARY OF S' ANN OF BEAUPRE 

Reverse. Fnclosure as above. Inscription: GoOD S' ANN PRAY FOR US. Brass. 
Shape and size like No, 127. 

In my collection, from Mr. McLachlan of Montreal. It is the first that has 
appeared with an English inscription, and we may almost hope that it will be the last 
of the wearisome series. 

II. CENTRAL AMERICA. 
3. YUCATAN. 
Db. Medical Colleges, Hospitals, ete. 

182. Obverse. Inscription: ESCUELA DE MEDICINA DE YUCATAN #1883 In 
field: A 

Reverse. Inscription: A, FUNDADOR. IGNACIO VADO. 1833. Silver. 20. 31 mm. 

183. As above, but r in field of obverse. Silver. 20. 31 mm. 

184. As above, but s in field of obverse. Silver. 20. 31 mm. 


The above pieces have been described to me by Mr. Henry Chapman, Jr., of 
Philadelphia, who saw them in a private collection in Germany, 


IV. SOUTH AMERICA. 
3. BRAZIL. 
B. Medical Colleges, ete. 

185. Obdverse. Bust of Dom Pedro I. 

Reverse. Aesculapius seated, with serpent-staff on his left arm, the right sup- 
porting a vase upon his right knee. At his feet, flowering plants; the sun, with 
elongated rays, above. Behind, an overturned vase, with outflowing water; palm 
trees in back ground. Inscription, below: SOCIETADE DE MEDICINA | DE | RIO DE 
JANEIRO | 1815. Silver. 34. 53 mm. 

Debret, Voyage Pittoresque et historique en Brésil. Paris, 1834-39, tom. III, 
p. 1§5, pl. 17, fig. of reverse. 

I owe knowledge of this very rare medal to Mr. Julius Meili of Zurich. Mr. 
C. A. Cutter, librarian of the Boston Athenaeum, has been kind enough to send me 
its description from the almost equally rare work of Debret. 


186. Obdverse. Head of Dom Pedro I. 

Reverse. The staff of Aesculapius, shaped like the club of Hercules. Above, a 
chalice, from which the serpent drinks. Inscription: ACADEM(IA) o MEDICO—CHIRURG 
(ICA) ¢ I(ANEIRO) o FLUM(INE) o Exergue: mpcccxxvi. Silver. 34. 53 mm. 

lbid., III, p. 155, pl. 17, fig. of reverse. 

Upon the reorganization of the Medico-Chirurgical Academy of Rio de Janeiro. 
Even rarer than the preceding. Communicated to me by Mr. Meili, and description 
sent by Mr, Cutter. 
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187. Obverse. Head (of the Imperial Councillor, Manoel Feliciano), to right. 
Inscription: # ACADEMIA IMPERIAL DE MEDICINA * | RIO DE JANEIRO 

Reverse. Within a circle, FUNDADA | EM | 8 DE MAIO | DE | 1835 Inscription: 
DECRETO N° 9386 DE 28 DE FEVEREIRO DE 1885 * Wood. 28. 43 mm. 

Meili, Die auf das Kaiserreich Brasilien beziglichen Medaillen, Zurich, 1890, 4°, 
p. 17, No. 160, pl. XX VIL. 

Struck upon the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of the Academy. 

188. Similar in all respects to No. go (the /Journa/, January, 1890, p. 60), upon 
laying the corner stone of the hospital Santa Casa da Misericordia, at Rio de Janeiro, 
save that beneath the bust upon obverse, there is AZEVEDO G. Silver, bronze. 33. 
51 mm. 

/bid., p. 11, No. 94a, pl. XVII. 

189. Obverse. Charity, with outstretched arms, spreads her mantle over a 
group of eight invalids. Lxergue: a mitre and cross, with the national and city 
shields, upon branches of laurel and flowers, bound by ribbon, which is transfixed by 
three upright arrows. 

Reverse. Within branches of laurel and flowers, bound by ribbon: Ao | BENE- 
MERITO IRMAO | DA SANTA CASA | DA MISERICORDIA | DO RIO DE JANEIRO | MILITAO | 
MAXIMO | DE SOUSA | BARAO DE ANDARAHY | — | 1878 Bronze. 47. 73 mm. 

lbid., p. 21, No. 206, pl. XXXIV. 

Conferred by the hospital (Santa Casa da Misericordia) upon the Barao de 
Andarahy. 

190. Obverse. A hovering dove. Inscription: FONS SAPIENTLE | STUDII PRE- 
MIUM. 

Reverse. A pen obliquely across an open book, upon which: PETRUS | If— BRAZ. 

imp. Inscription: INSTITUTO DOS SURDOS E MUDOS DO BRASIL Gold, silver, bronze. 
17. 25 mm. 

lbid., p. 23, No. 220, pl. XXXVI. 

Medal of the Brazilian Deaf and Dumb Institute. 

191. Odverse. Crossed laurel branches, upon which a closed book, surmounted 
by an open one. Inscription: * Imp. INSTIT * | DOS MENINOS CECOS 

Reverse. Inscription: a° | ApPLicAc, A° | 12 ANNO | —O— Bronze. 18. 27 mm. 

lbid., p. 23, No. 221, pl. XXXVI. 

Medal of the Imperial Brazilian Blind Asylum. Similar medals, with merely a 
change of the numeral, are given for best application in the seven subsequent years, 
and another for superior conduct. 


! 


192. Obdverse. Similar to preceding. 

Reverse. Within laurel branches, a harp, etc. Above, a radiant star. Inscrip- 
tion: AO MELHOR TALENTO | —O— EM MUZICA —O— Bronze. 18. 27 mm. 

lbid., p. 23, No. 222, pl. XXXVI. 
D. Epidemics. 

193. Odverse. Inscription: EPIDEMIA | DE | 1855 

Reverse. AO | EX”® SENHOR | VISCONDE DE BAEPENDY | OS CAMPISTAS | AGRADE- 
cipos. Bronze. 24. 37 mm. 

lbid., p. 21, No. 203, pl. XXXIV. 

Conferred for services during yellow fever. 

194-195. Similar medals were also given to Visconde de Condeixa and D* José 
Manoel da Costa Bastos, in each instance the name being apparently struck, and not 
engraved. 

lbid., p. 21. 

4. PERU. 
B. Medical Colleges, [ospitals, etc. 

196. Obverse. The Italian arms, and inscription. 

Reverse. Inscription. Silver. 24. 37 mm. 

Weyl, Numismatische Correspondenz, 1890, Nos. 91-93, p. 20, No. 738. 
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In commemoration of the fourteenth anniversary of the Italian hospital at Lima. 
I have failed as yet to obtain its complete description. 


V. THE UNITED STATES. 
A. Fersonal. 

(No. 115.)! The large medal (size 92) of Dr. Kane, as offered at the R. C. Davis 
ale, 22-26 Jan., 1890, No. 1857, and IF. W. Doughty sale, 14-16 April, 1891, No. 1307, 
is now in my collection. In addition to my previous description, it has w. G. CouTTs. 
recir (here Mr. Vattemare was wrong), and the edge within is pearled, with connect- 
ine lines, and without has a wreath of olive leaves. It is an obverse shell. Therefore 
the additional details given by Vattemare, which I have cited, must be of a reverse, 
which I have not yet seen. 


The regular sequence, from the last number of the Journal, is now resumed. 


C. Medical Events. 

The only American medals that can be classed under this head would seem to be 
the following : 

The death in a public capacity, of Dr. (Gen.) Joseph Warren (1741-1775) of 
Boston, at the battle of Bunker Hill.? 

The introduction of water into the City of New York, 1842.3 

The introduction of water into the City of Brooklyn, 1858.4 

The foundation of the American Medical Association. ® 

The International Medical Congress at Washington, in 1887.8 


The discovery of Surgical Anaesthesia. Of this there are two medals. The 
one, awarded to Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton by the French Academy, will be shortly 
referred to when describing the medals of dentists. The other, conferred upon Dr. 
Charles Thomas Jackson (1805-1880), of Boston, by the King of Sweden, is the 
following : 

197. Obdverse. Bust of the king. Inscription: OSCAR REX SUECIAE NORVEGIAE 
GOTH. ET VANDAL, L. N. DUNDOREN F., 

Reverse. Within a circle, a crown and wreath. Beneath: JACKSON MED. DOCTOR. 
BOSTONIL AMER. SEPT. Legend: ILLIS QUORUM MERVERE LABORES. Gold. 27. 42 mm. 

Storer, Zhe Sanitarian, August, 1887, p. 167. No. 130. 

An electrotype of this medal is in the Government (Lee) Collection. It could 
with propriety have been also included in the list of personal medals. 


D. Epidemics. 
I. The Plague. 


I have elsewhere’ stated my impression that Snelling was correct when suggest- 
ing, in 1769, that the London Elephant token of 1694 was struck in memory of the 
great visitation of the plague in 1665, and that Crosby, while quoting this, was perhaps 
at fault in considering that the similar American pieces for New England and Caro- 
lina, from the same obverse die, and with their prayer upon the reverse for preservation 
by God, had entirely lost the legend’s original meaning.® It is not unreasonable to 
suppose that, even though struck as local medals, they were intended to convey the 
wish that New England and the Lords Proprietors of Carolina might be spared from 
the pestilence which had recently wrought such havoc at home. 


1 The Yournal, July, and Oct., 1899 5 The Journal, April, 1891, No. 165. 
Storer, Zhe Sanitarian, Feb, 1890, Nos: 1252-8. > Lbid., Nos. 163, 164. 

3 /bid., August, 1887, No. 5. The Sanitarian, Nov. 1888, p. 442, Nos. 737-740. 
Lbid., No. 96. 3 Early Coins of America, p. 337. 
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2. Yellow Fever. 


a. Norfolk, Va. (Epidemic of 1855.) 

198. Obverse. Faith, Hope, and Charity. In background, at left, an altar; in 
foreground, an anchor, and at right, a lamb. Above, the All-seeing eye, and stars, 
irradiated. Beneath, W. N. DUNNELL, N.Y. Inscription, within a double circle: PRE- 
SENTED BY THE HOWARD ASSOCIATION OF NORFOLK, VA. | 1855. 

Reverse. The Good Samaritan. Legend, within a double circle: 1 WAS SICK 
AND YOU VISITED ME. | MATT. XXV. XXXVI. Chased at edges. Gold, bronze. 22. 34mm. 

Snowden, (oc. cit., p. (12, No. 23. 

In the Government (Lee) Collection, and that of the U. S. Mint. I have else- 
where given the official history of the medal.! 

6. Portsmouth, Va. (1855.) 

The Yellow Fever medal of the Naval Hospital. Already described, No. 161 
(The Yournal, April, 1891). I have elsewhere given its history.? 

c. By vote of Congress (1857). 

199. Obverse. Bust of the President, with hair erect, to right. Beneath shoul- 
der, Paquet F. Inscription: JAMES BUCHANAN, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Reverse. Aesculapius, with patera and serpent, stands between Death, with 
hour-glass and scythe, and two sick men, one of whom clings to his robe. Beneath, 
to right, Paquet F. Inscription: TO DY FREDERICK (HENRY) ROSE, ASSISTANT SURGEON, 
ROYAL NAVY, G. B. Exergue: FOR KINDNESS AND HUMANITY | TO OFFICERS AND 
CREW | OF THE U. S. STEAMER | SUSQUEHANNA. Gold, bronze. 48. 76 mm. 

Loubat, Medallic History of the U. S. of A., I, p. 362, II, pl. LXX; Storer, The 
Sanitarian, June, 1889, p. §32, No. 1078. 

In the Government (Lee) and Fisher Collections, and my own. The ship was 
at Port Royal, Jamaica, completely disabled, and Surgeon Rose returned with it to 
New York. 


In this connection, although not a Congressional medal, belongs the following : 

200. Obverse. PRESENTED TO ASST SURG™ FREDERICK (HENRY) ROSE, R. N., BY 
THE REMNANT OF THE CREW OF THE UNITED STATES STEAM FRIGATE SUSQUEHANNA, 
WHO RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES IN SAID SHIP IN GOOD HEALTH, AS A MARK 
OF THEIR APPRECIATION OF HIS GENEROUSLY VOLUNTEERED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


RENDERED THEIR SHIPMATES WHO WERE AFFLICTED WITH YELLOW FEVER. APRIL, 
1857. 

Reverse. The Steamship. Edge roped. Bronze. 47. 74 mm. 

Tbid., No. 1079. 

In the Government (Lee) Collection. 

d. Chicago, Ill. (1873.) 

201. Obdverse. View of Exposition building, surmounted by flags. Beneath, at 
right, J. S. WEBER. Inscription: CHICAGO ExposITION, LExergue: 1873 | * 

Reverse. The face of a watch. Upon it, eL.Gin warcn, between the following 
two lines, CONTRIBUTION TO 1873 | YELLOW FEVER SUFFERERS Inscription: MADE BY 
THE NATIONAL ELGIN WATCH CO | * IN EXPOSITION BUILDING * White metal. 19. 
30 mm. 

Tbid., No. 1080. 

e. Savannah, Ga. (1876.) 

202. Obdverse. The Geneva cross. Inscription: SAVANNAH BENEVOLENT ASSO- 
CIATION. 1876. 

Reverse. The Good Samaritan, Rk. L. AUTENHEIMER.2 Legend: 1 WAS SICK AND 
YOU VISITED ME. MATT, XXV-XxXvi. Gold, bronze. 22. 34 mm. 

[bid., No. 1081. 

In the Government (Lee) Collection, and that of the Boston Numis. Society. 


1 The Sanitarian, June, 1889, p. §27, N. 1075. 3 It is probable that this name should be R. Lauben- 
2 Lbid., p. 530. heimer, (a New York die sinker.) 
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f. Memphis, Tenn. (1878.) 
203. Obverse. Withinaheavy laurel wreath: HOWARD | MEDICAL Corps. | (flour- 
ishes.) 

Reverse. AWARDED | FOR SERVICES | DURING THE YELLOW FEVER | EPIDEMIC IN 
| memputs | 1878. | A. D. LANGSTAFF | PREST HOWARD ASSOC’ | R. W. MITCHELL, | MEDI- 
CAL DIRECTOR. | (flourishes.) Heavy scroll work above and below, with pin attached 
above, upon which the name of recipient. Gold. 21. 33 mm. 

lbid., No. 1082. 

In the Government (Lee) Collection. I have elsewhere given its official history. ! 

g. Jacksonville, Fla. (1888.) 

I was informed by Surgeon-Gen. Hamilton of the U. S. Hospital Marine Service 
that it was his impression that Asst. Surgeon J. Y. Porter, U. S. A., had received a 
medal from the citizens of Jacksonville for his services during the epidemic indicated.? 
Capt. Porter has informed me, however, that instead of a medal, it was a gold watch, 
chain, and charm, that he received from the Jacksonville Auxiliary Sanitary Asso- 
ciation. 

In this connection, I might mention, though I do not number it, the following 
medal of Stephen Girard, who, during the Philadelphia epidemics of Yellow Fever, in 
1793-8, with which Dr. Benjamin Rush*® was so honorably identified, performed the 
duties of a devoted nurse, and even, when such aid could not otherwise be obtained, 
those of a physician also. 

Obverse. Statue of Girard, half facing, towards the left, upon a rostrum. In- 
scription : STEPHEN-GIRARD 

Reverse. R. Lovett, Jr.’s card. In field, a plough. Exergue: a branch, to left. 
Edges lined. White metal, copper. 20. 31 mm. 

In my collection. 

3. Typhus. 

I have recently ascertained that the medals presented in 1866 by the Trustees of 
the Baltimore City Almshouse to Drs. Keirle and Maughlin for devotion during an 
epidemic of typhus fever in that institution, were wholly engraved. 


(To be continued.) 





GOLD RUNNING TO WASTE. 


“THREE thousand dollars for an old tin roof would bea pretty steep price, but the 
man who gets, for that sum, the battered roof from the old Tabernacle Church at 
Broad street and South Penn square, which is now being torn away, will be in great 
luck, says the Philadelphia Record. Some years ago the paint was scraped off the old 
roof and yielded $5,000 in fine gold. It is almost certain to yield as much this time. 
The gold comes from the mint. When gold is being refined, a considerable quantity of 
it volatilizes with the smoke through the chimney, and as soon as it strikes the air it 
falls. Much of it falls on the roof of the mint, so much of it that the officials save 
even the water that falls upon it during a shower. All the drains from the roof are 
connected with large vats in the cellar of the mint. Before the water finally gets to 
the sewer it is strained through many blankets and sieves, which retain the gold. Not- 
withstanding all these precautions, the gold that is annually washed into the Delaware 
from the mint is said to be worth thousands of dollars. Every particle of dirt swept 
up about the mint is carefully stored away with the washings from the roof, and once 
every year it is sold to the highest bidder, as it cannot be used at the mint.”—Er. 

If this is true, it might be worth while to invent some plan by which an exhaust 
fan could be applied to the chimney, and the smoke “ de-volatilized”” before it gets 
away with its treasure. 


1 The Sanitarian, June, 1889, p. 534- 3 See The Yournal, 1890, Nos. 123, 124. 
2 Lbid., Feb., 1890, p. 170, No. 12066. 4 The Sanitarian, Sept. 1889, p. 240, Nos. 1084-35. 


VOL. XXVI. 


































































































































































































AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 


THE FIVE FRANC PIECES OF FRANCE. 
[FROM NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE, LONDON. ] 


Very nearly one hundred years have elapsed since the introduction of a 
decimal coinage on the Continent, and the various French Five-franc pieces, 
issued during that period, constitute an interesting series of coins; they are 
generally handsome, and carefully struck, and give a very concise history of 
the changes which have taken place in the ruling power of France during the 
past century. 

The decimal system of weights and measures was inaugurated during 
the first French Republic, in the month then called “ Germinal,” of the third 
year of the Republic, say April, 1795, and on the 28th of the month Thermi- 
dor (August) of that year, it was decreed that the franc should weigh 5 
grammes, and consequently, the five-franc piece 25 grammes, or nearly 386 
grains. , 

The fineness was to be .935 and this is still the case for the five-franc 
pieces, although since the Latin union, the lower denominations of silver 
coins are only .goo fine. 

The first five-frane pieces struck in the above year, had on the obverse 
Hercules uniting two female figures, Equality and Liberty, the legend being 
‘UNION ET FORCE”; this type reappears slightly modified on the coins of the 
Second Republic, in 1848, after the overthrow of Louis Philippe, and on those 
of the last Republic, since 1871. 

The inscription on the reverse of this first issue was simply “ 5 FRANCS” 
with the date between two branches, olive and oak, with ‘ REPUBLIQUE FRAN- 
cAIsE” as the legend. The edge bears the inscription, ‘‘ GARANTIE NATIONALE” 
in incuse letters. 

On Bonaparte being created First Consul, in 1802, the coins bore on the 
obverse his bust, with ‘“ BONAPARTE PREMIER CONSUL.” Two years later, when 
he was decreed Emperor, the inscription was changed accordingly to ‘‘ NAPo- 
LEON EMPEREUR,” and a few years after, the bust was laureated. 

The reverse of all these Bonaparte five-franc pieces differed very slightly 
from the preceding ones. The inscription ‘ REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE” even 
remaining until 1809, when it was replaced by ‘“ EMPIRE FRANCAIS.” On the 
edge of Bonaparte’s coins was inscribed ‘ DIEU PROTEGE LA FRANCE.” 

In 1814, while Bonaparte was in Elba, and Louis XVIII appeared upon 
the throne, five-frane pieces were coined with the bust of the king, in embroi- 
dered uniform, on the obverse, and, on the reverse, a rectangular shield, 
bearing the arms of France, surmounted by the Bourbon crown, with the 
legend “ PIECE DE 5-FRANC.” 

During the short interval when Bonaparte re-appeared upon the scene, 
between the flight of the king on the 20th March, 1815, and his return on the 
Sth July, after the battle of Waterloo, no five-franc pieces appear to have 
been coined. New ones of the king were then struck, but the bust was 
plainer, the neck bare, and on the reverse simply “5” and “¥” on each side 
of the shield. 

The coins of Charles X, who succeeded Louis XVIII, were similar to the 
later ones of his predecessor. 
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The inscription on the edge of the coins of these two reigns was “ DoMI- 
NUM SALVUM FAC REGEM” still in incuse letters. 

In 1830, when Louis Philippe drove Charles X from the throne, the 
legend on the obverse of his coins was, ‘‘ LOUIS PHILIPPE I ROI DES FRANGAIS,” 
not ‘‘ ROL DE FRANCE” as in the case of his two predecessors ; the coat of arms 
on the reverse was again abandoned, the simple five-francs, with the date 
between two branches taking its place, and the incuse inscription on the edge 
was again “DIEU PROTEGE LA FRANCE”; later, when a new die was made, with 
an oak wreath on the king’s bust, this inscription was struck in relief, and 
remains so to the present day. 

When the Second Republic commenced, in 1848, the original Hercules 
type, as already mentioned, reappeared on the obverse in a modified form, 
the modification consisting in the revolutionary cap at the top of the staff held 
by Liberty being replaced by the hand of Justice, and the legend “uNIoN ET 
FORCE” being changed into “LIBERTE, EGALITE, FRATERNITE”; but the next 
year, 1849, the well-known large Republican French head, with CONCORDIA 
inscribed on the frontal, and the lege nd, ‘‘ REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE,” replaced the 
Hercules type, which two years later was again replaced by the bust of the 
third Napoleon, his = being first, Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, then after 
the 2nd December, 1852, Napole on III, first plain and later laureated, and 
on the reverse the ie arms. 

During the German war, in 1870, as soon as the Republic was declared, 
the republican head made its reappearance on the obverse, but although all 
the lower denominations still retain it, the Hercules type was adopted a third 
time in 1871, for five-franc pieces, and has not been changed since; none of 
these latter coins, however, have been struck since 1878. 

A number of mints, during the past century, have been in existence in 
various towns of France, and in other European towns which had become 
French at the time of the Empire. The mint-mark was generally a Roman 
letter, sometimes a double one; but for some years past, the only mint in 
operation has been at Paris, its letter being A. 

An interesting description of the five-franc pieces of all nations was pub- 
lished in Paris in 1870, by Professor Lehr, of the Academy of Lausanne. 

A. PREVOST. 





MONKEYS AS COIN TESTERS. 


It is said that the great apes of Siam are in request among the Siamese mer- 
chants as cashiers in their counting houses. Vast quantities of base coins are known 
to be in circulation in Siam, and, according to advices from that scorched-up little 
Oriental kingdom, no living human can discriminate between the good and bad coinage 
with as much accuracy as these apes. These monkey cashiers possess the faculty of 
distinguishing the rude Siamese counterfeits in such an extraordinary degree that no 
trained banker can compete with them in their unique avocation. In plying his trade 
the ape cashier meditatively puts each coin presented to him in his mouth and tests it 
with grave deliberation. From two to five seconds is all the time this intelligent 
animal requires in making up his decision. If the coin is all right it is carefully 
deposited in the proper receptacle; if base, it is thrown violently to the floor, while 
the coin tester makes known his displeasure at being presented with the counterfeit 
by giving vent to much angry chattering. — Zr. 
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MASONIC MEDALS. 
[Continued from Vol. XXV, p. 104.] 


DCCCLIV. Obverse, Clothed bust in profile to right; in very small 
letters under the arm, I. p. ScHONBERG F. [the die cutter.] Legend, on a 
slightly raised border, JoNKiH® M© JOHAN WILLEM VAN VREDENBURCH GEB: VI 
AUG: MpcCLXXxII. [Jonker John William Van Vredenburch, born Aug. 6, 
1782.| At the close of the legend, at the bottom, the members’ jewel of the 
Grand Lodge, (?)*' in a small triangle. Reverse, A shield resting on an 
ornate scroll, and bearing per pale, dexter or, a double-headed eagle dis- 
played (sable ?), or color not indicated; sinister, per fess, in chief argent, an 
heraldic rose | gules?| in base gules, a seal proper, (?) over its head a crown 
or, or metal not indicated. Supporters, dexter, an eagle with wings expanded, 
his sinister talon grasping the shield; sinister, a lion rampant gardant. The 
shield is surmounted by a coronet more nearly resembling that of a viscount 
in English heraldry than any other. Over the coronet is a helmet grated, 
facing, surmounted by a crest on a small wreath. The device of the crest 
Iam unable to name. It may be meant for two thorn bushes. Motto, ona 
ribbon depending from the ornamental scroll work below the shield, aGro 
EVELLITE sriNAs | Pluck up the thorns from the field.|~ No legend, but the 
Bronze, 


field is surrounded by an elaborate border of gothic ornaments. 
and probably other metals. Size 34 nearly. 


THERE are a number of pieces, issued at various times in the Netherlands, which 
in appearance so closely resemble Masonics, that there seems to be a propriety in a 
brief reference to them. Of these I have seen engravings of six which bear the 
square and compasses arranged as they are displayed by Freemasons. 

The first I mention has this device, with A Dp above, NAAN below, G on the left 
and p on the right, all in script; on the reverse a shicld of arms; which is from 
Leeuwarden, 

A second also has the square and compasses, in an ornamental border, a crown 
above, and a cornucopia below, with engraved reverse : from the same place. 

A third has the square erect at the left, and the compasses slightly extended 
beside it on an elliptical shield, with 1763 in the legend, etc., and on the reverse a 
crowned shield of arms: from Harlingen. 

A fourth has the square and compasses on the obverse, surrounded by a legend ; 
reverse, a trowel, but no legend. This is of 1785, and is very deceptive. 

A fifth somewhat similar, has the implements in a floreated border, on the 
obverse, and a trowel, above which MEESTER and below MESSELAAR (Master Mason) in 
script ; legend, HENDRICK KAMPOFF DEN 23 FEBR. 1757 in script. Size 26 as engraved. 

The sixth has simply the square and compasses on the obverse, without legend, 
and JAN | MEYYER | 1768 on the reverse, in script ; also size 26 as engraved. 

The last three are from Groningen, and all have so striking a similarity to 
Masonics that it would be surprising if some were not inclined to consider them such ; 
there is a possibility that the last three are Masonic, but as it is uncertain, and also 
because they appear to be engraved, I do not number them; the first three and it 
may be all, belong to the ‘*Timmermans-Gilde,” a society of Carpenters. 

As to the fifth and sixth above described, both may be Masonics. 


1 There is no Masonic device on this Medal, unless 
the minute design on the triangle at the bottom of the 
obverse may be intended for the membership jewel, de- 
scribed as reverse of CCCCXCIV. See also DCCCLII. 
Van Vredenburch was Grand Secretary of the Grand 


Orient of the Netherlands from 1812 to 1842, and the 
arms are perhaps those he bore. I have not been able 
to learn further particulars of this Brother, nor of the 
place and date of mintage. An impression is in the 
Lawrence collection. 
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There is also a medal of Middleburg, 1763, the obverse of which shows an old 
man facing, the compasses in his right hand and a long staff in his left, with legends, 
and on the reverse various implements, the square, compasses, gavel or hammer, and 
others peculiar to carpenters, such as a saw, etc. Both obverse and reverse of this 
are found muled with a piece having a legend around a field, otherwise plain for 
inscription. This I think must certainly be attributed to the “Gilde” just mentioned. 

One more piece of Middleburg may be mentioned, struck by St. Luke’s Guild, 
which has an emblematic shield alluding to St. Luke on the obverse, and three female 
figures on the reverse; one on the left holds up a square, one on the right hasa 
sctting-maul or mason’s hammer and a small figure in her hands, while the third, in 
the centre on a high chair, has a long wand. These figures, as shown by a somewhat 
mysterious legend, ATVRA PTVRA STVRA which signifies A(rchitec)tura, P(ic)tura, and 
S(culp)tura, relate to the arts. A small castle on a shield at the bottom, detracts 
nothing from the Masonic effect, as it is a well known charge in the Masonic arms. 
The piece belongs to the seventeenth century, and has no Masonic allusion. 

A Haarlem piece has on the obverse a Dutch figure of Liberty, standing, with 
hat on staff, her left hand resting on an oval shield bearing a triangular level and two 
right hands joined, but no inscription. Reverse, The arms of Haarlem, ete. This is 
probably a Beer token; it certainly is not Masonic, though it has once at least been 
so classed. 

There are a few Swedish medals also of the Timmerman’s-Gilde, which bear a 
similar close resemblance to Masonics. I have been so nearly deceived myself by 
some of these pieces, that I have thought it well to describe them more at length than 
| otherwise should have done. Many of the foregoing will be found illustrated in the 
volume of plates accompanying ‘ De Noord Nederlandsche Gilde Penningen .. . door. 
Mr. Jacob Dirks, Haarlem, 1878.” 


DCCCLV. Obverse, Bust of Allard to right. Below, in small letters, 
A. FiscH. Legend, on the left ERNeEsT, and on the right ALLARD. Reverse, 
Inscription in fourteen lines, AVOCAT A LA COUR D’APPEL | MEMBRE DU CON- 
SELL | DE DISCIPLINE DE L’ORDRE | MEMBRE DE LA | CHAMBRE DES REPRESEN- 
ANTS | CONSEILLER COMMUNAL | FAISANT FONCTION | D'ECHEVIN DE L'INSTRUCTION 
PUBLIQUE | —*#*— | VENERABLE DE LA LOGE | LES VRAIS AMIS DE L’UNION & 
LE PROGRES REUNIS | MEMBRE DU CONSEIL | D’ADMINISTRATION | DE | L'UNIVERSITE 
LIBRE DE BRUXELLES ETc., ETC. [Advocate of the Court of Appeals, Member 
of the Council of Discipline of the Order, Member of the Chamber of Repre- 
sentatives, Communal Counsellor, discharging the duties of Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Master of the United Lodges of True Friends of Union 
and Progress, Member of the Council of Administration of the Free Univer- 
sity of Brussells.| Silver and bronze. Size 35 nearly. 

DCCCLVI. Obverse, As the preceding. Reverse, legend surrounding 
the field, SOUVENIR DE LA FETE FUN.*. DU 30 J.*. 9M.*. 5878 | ENLEVE A L’AF- 
FECTION DE SES FFF.". LE 6" J... 6 M.*. 5878. On the field the inscription in 
eleven lines, A LA MEMOIRE | DU T.*. C.*. ET T.*. REG.*. F.‘. | ERNEST ALLARD | 
VEN.*. M.*. DE LA R.*. ©". DES VRAIS AMIS | DE L’'UNION & DU PROGRES REUNIS | 
DE BRUXELLES | MEMBRE DE LA CHAMBRE | DES REPRESENTANTS | CONSEILLER 
CoM“. & ECHEVIN INTERIMAIRE | DE L'INSTRUCTION PUBLIQUE | DE LA VILLE DE 
BRUXELLES [Souvenir of the Funereal Commemoration of November 3oth, 
1878, of Ernest Allard, removed from the affection of his Brethren, August 6, 
1878. To the memory of the very dear and regular Brother, Ernest Allard, 
Wor. Master of the Regular United Lodges of True Friends of Union and 
Progress, of Brussells, Member of the Chamber of Representatives, Communal 
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Counsellor, and Superintendent ad interim of Public Instruction of the City 
of Brussells.|' Silver and bronze. Size 35 nearly. 

DCCCLVII. Obverse, A triangle on which is the tetragrammaton sur- 
rounded by formal rays, making a seven-pointed star. Legend, separated by 
a circle, DENIER DE LA VEUVE | The Widow’s mite] at bottom. Reverse, Two 
right hands joined, each emerging from a cloud. Legend, separated by a 
circle, © DES VRAIS AMIS DE L’UNION OR.*. DE BRUX.’. * [Lodge of True Friends 
of Union, Orient of Brussells.]? Edges milled. Brass. Size 16. 

DCCCLVIII. Obverse, Naked bust in high relief, in profile and facing 
observer's left; on the decollation in very small letters, incused, JOUVENEL. 
Legend, JEAN PIERRE STEVENS NE A BRUXELLES EN 1788 MORT A GRAMMONT EN 
1855. |John Peter Stevens, born at Brussells, in 1788, died at Grammont in 
1855. The letters on obverse and reverse have the proper French accents. | 
Reverse, Within a wreath of olive with berries on the left, and laurel on the 
right, crossed at the bottom and tied with a small bow of ribbon, and only 
slightly open at the top, the inscription in seven lines, Avocat | A LA COUR 
b'APPEL | FONDATEUR | DES ECOLES GARDIENNES | CHEF DE LA MAG. ECOSSAISE | 
EN BELGIQUE. | Advocate in the Court of Appeals, Founder of the Guardian 
Schools, and Chief of che Scottish Rite of Masonry in Belgium.] A border 
of small dots outside the wreath. This medal is beautifully struck and the 
bust very finely cut. The field of the obverse is slightly concave. Bronze, 
and doubtless in other metals. Size 38. 

DCCCLIX. Obverse, The square and compasses enclosing the letter 
G, which is surrounded by formal rays. Behind the square and compasses . 


are a branch of oak on the right and acacia on the left, tied with a ribbon ; on 
the joint of the compasses a five-pointed star. No legend. Reverse, Legend, 
extending around two-thirds of the circumference, R.*. GQ DE BELGIQUE 5880. 
50" ANNEE DE L’INDEPENDANCE NATIONALE [The Regular Lodges of Belgium, 
1880, the fiftieth year of National Independence] followed by a six-pointed 


star, on which is incused sp. On the field an inscription in twelve lines, 
AVENIR SPA ® | PARFAITE INTELLIGENCE ET | L’ETOILE REUNIES (S2¢) LIEGE # PAR- 
FAITE | UNION, MONS * CONSTANCE, LOUVAIN * | AMIS DE LA PARFAITE INTELLI- 
GENCE, HUY * | AMIS DU COMMERCE ET LA PERSEVERANCE | REUNIS, ELEVES DE 
THEMIS, ANVERS * REVEIL | ALOST * VRAIS AMIS vx L'UNION =r pv PROGRES | RE- 
UNIS, AMIS PHILANTHROPES, BRUX * | SEPTENTRION, LIBERTE, GAND * TRAVAIL, 
PHILADELPHES, VERVIERS * | BONNE AMITIE, NAMUR * ‘The inscription gives 
the name and location of all the Belgian Lodges. The die shows slight cracks 
on the reverse. Bronze. Size 24. ; 
DCCCLX. Obverse, A temple with vines on its sides and its top in 
clouds ; over the entrance the letters 0. m. Legend, on the left, ADoRER on 


his recent visit to the Continent, and secured it for the 








1 For my knowledge of these pieces, which are in the 
Lawrence Cabinet, I am indebted to Bro. Theo. H. 
Emmons, who has kindly furnished the descriptions. 
They are mortuary medals, and the legends, etc., suffi- 
ciently explain them. 

2 This appears to be a token of the Lodge which 
struck DCCLIII and others described. Its purpose I 
have not certainly ascertained, though I have been told 
they were issued to be exchanged for food in one of the 
distressing winters, at Brussells. 

3 1 describe this from a proof impression, which, 
though it appears to have been struck about thirty 
years ago as a mortuary medal, seems to have escaped 
notice of Masonic collectors until Mr. Low found it on 


Lawrence Collection. 

4 It hardly seems necessary to translate the names of 
the Lodges as given on this Medal, an ——— of the 
reverse of which will be found in the Aevue Belge de 
Numismatique, for 1881. It is sufficient to say that it 
names the Lodges at Spa, Liege, Mons, Louvain, Huy, 
Antwerp (2), Alost, Brussells (2), Ghent (2), Vervier (2), 
and Namur. The first, if literally translated, does not 
imply all that is signified by its name, which alludes to 
“the good time coming,” rather than simply “the Fu- 
ture.” For an opportunity to examine this medal I am 
indebted to Mr. E. Frossard of New York. The Lodge- 
mark is a double rectangle. 





1891.] AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 15 
the right LE CREATEUR; in exergue, in three lines, LE DEVOIR | DE L’HOMME | ET 
| To adore the Creator is the duty of man, and — reading over to the reverse. | 
Reverse, A female figure to right with a cornucopia of fruit. Legend, FAIRE 
bU BIEN AUX HOMMES; in exergue, SON BONHEUR. [To do good to men his 
happiness. ]' Size 21 nearly. 

DCCCLXI. Obverse, A group of Masonic implements,—the com- 
passes, rule, gavel, trowel and chisel on the centre of the field; under the 
rule at the bottom is a small blazing star of five points, on which, very small, 
is the letter G. Legend, separated from the field by a circle of dots, above, 
\E REVEIL DE LA COTE—p’oR and below, separated by the ends of the rule, 
which extends over the dotted circle, 0.°. DE BEAUNE Reverse, Legend, 
above, INAUGURATION DU | TEMPLE and below, - SOUVENIR: ; on the field the 
inscription in three lines, 17 | JANVIER | 1886 [Souvenir of the Inauguration 
of the Temple, January 17, 1886], a short dash below. Copper and perhaps 
other metals. Size 19. 

DCCCLXIi. Obverse, The square and compasses enclosing the letter 
G in a star of six points of formal rays, the implements surrounded by two 
branches, acacia on the left and oak on the right, crossed and tied at the 
bottom. No legend. Reverse, Inscription in seven lines, LES FR.*. MaG.". | 
vo» | VOR.*. DE PARIS | ET DE LA BANLIEUE.| PROTESTENT | CONTRE LA PROPA- 
GANDE | BOULANGISTE [The Freemasons of the Orient of Paris and the sub- 
urbs protesting against the Boulangist Propaganda.] A five-pointed star 
above and below the inscription. Legend, above, separated by a circle of 
dots from the field, CONGRES MAg.*. DU 3 JUIN 1888 and below, * VIVE LA RE- 


PUBLIQUE! VIVE LA FRANCE! * | Masonic Congress of June 3, 1888; Long live 


the Republic! Long live France!]! Copper, bronzed. Size 24. 

Obverse, The compasses somewhat extended, above which isa scroll on which 
are the words NE DEcIPIAR [Let me not be deceived.] Reverse, A naked female 
figure standing with her left foot on a globe, her right slightly raised behind her; she 
holds with her right hand uplifted a banner which flies to the right above her, and the 
end at the right caught by her left hand, passes in front, partly concealing her figure. 
Legend above, SANS ME LA RIEN [Without me nothing.] The figure probably typi- 
fies Truth. Silver.4 Size 16. 

Whether the engraving now to be described is of some medal which has thus far 
escaped the notice of collectors, or is merely a device embodying emblems of various 
degrees, I cannot tell. The design itself evidently is meant to represent a medal ; 
the border is raised and has an ornamental edge. On the obverse, is an altar of three 
steps, surmounted by the open Bible, on which are the square and compasses ; above 
it, the radiant sun, over which is the All-seeing eye in rays; the pillars, surmounted 
by pomegranates, on either side ; the square, level and plumb in the foreground, at 
the foot of the steps ; between the right pillar and the edge are three burning tapers, a 
ladder of three rounds, and a hand, holding an object too small to be distinguished ; 
between the left pillar and the edge, a rule, sprig of acacia, gavel and trowel; on the 











1 This seems to be a medal of some Belgian, or per- 
haps French, Lodge, but its place of mintage is un- 
known to me; possibly the letters on the obverse above 
the door may point to its origin, “Orient de M...” 
(?Mons) or they may signify Ordre Magonniguc. In the 
Lawrence Collection. 

2 In the Lawrence Collection. This is a medal of 
the Lodge named, having its Orient at Beaune, an an- 
cient town in the Department of Cote-d’or, on the rail- 
way from Parts to Lyons, and the occasion is sufficiently 
indicated by the medal. 


3 This Medal, an impression of which is in the Law- 
rence Collection, was apparently issued to be sold on 
the streets, and not by authority of any Masonic body. 

4 This medal may or may not be a Masonic, and I 
do not number it. I know nothing of its history; it 
strikingly resembles that described under CCCCXLVI, 
but is not from the same dies, and both have been by 
some authorities classed as a mint master’s token; I 
describe it from one in the Lawrence Collection, the 
only one I have ever seen. 
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left of the sun the crescent moon, and on the right a cluster of six stars. Reverse, A 
star of seven points on the centre of which is a circle with the motto, IN HOC SIGNO 
vinces |In this sign conquer!] enclosing a cross, at the foot of which is a serpent ; in 
the spaces between the points are Templar emblems ; on the right of the upper point, 
a Maltese cross of eight points; in the next space below, the Paschal Lamb with 
banner; then, successively, a scythe, emblems of mortality, hourglass, cock, and tri- 
angle. There are no legends.! Size as engrav:d, about 24. 


DCCCLXIII. Obverse, the square and compasses, the head of the latter 
irradiated, the right arm of the square longer, than the left and both very 
narrow. <A vine of conventional leaves, perhaps intended for rose leaves, fills 
the field, and the stem at the bottom is tied with a bow of ribbon. Legend, 
TRIPLE on the left, union on the right. Edge surrounded by dots. Reverse, 
A phoenix on a blazing pyre, his head to the left; the pile is composed of 
seven rows, the ends of the logs in alternate rows showing. Legend, above, 
pertr ut vivar [It perishes that it may live.] In exergue, p+ A+ | L+ in two 
lines. A loop at the top on the planchet, which is very thin and elliptical.’ 
Silver. Size 18 by 25. W. T. R. M. 


(To be continued. } 


THE MINT CABINET. 


Mr. R. A. McCroure, the Curator of the Mint at Philadelphia, has printed a 
convenient little “ Index to the Coins and Medals of the Cabinet,” in that institution. . 
This Cabinet was organized in 1838, and first recognized in an appropriation made by 
Congress March 3, 1839, “for specimens of ores and coins, to be preserved at the 
Mint,” and which has been continued to the present time. 

The first steps towards sucha cabinet, as appears by Mr. McClure’s preface, were 
taken by Mr. Adam Eckfeldt, who from year to year preserved United States coins, 
together with some foreign coins which were received as deposits and saved from the 
melting pot. 

Many coins and medals have been added since the publication of the descriptive 
Catalogue prepared by Mr. George Bull, with the advice and assistance of Mr. Wm. E. 
Dubois, at the time Assistant Assayer and Curator of the Cabinet. This was issued 
in 1860, under the title of “Coins of All Nations” and is a valuable work, but too 
expensive for general use by the numerous visitors to the Mint, 

In the selection of additions to the Cabinet, their historical interest has been 
considered of most importance. The coins of all countries, ancient and modern, are 
arranged chronologically, and numbered in their respective cases. By the assistance 
of this publication by Mr. McClure, which gives the numbers that include the differ- 
ent countries, and also biographical and geographical indexes, the value of foreign 
coins, and other matters relating to coins, it is thought the interest of the visitor will 
be much increased. 





1 This device certainly looks as if intended to rep- 
resent a medal that has been struck, while the general 
style of it is similar to the engraved pieces so frequently 
used at the time by English Masons. It is on an en- 
graving dated 5802, which forms the frontispiece to “A 
Selection of Masonic Songs, arranged with choruses in 
parts, etc..... Dublin, printed by S. Holden at his 
Music Warehouse, Parliament Street.” No date on 
title. ‘The frontispiece has many Masonic emblems of 
the Lodge, Chapter, etc., and a card advertising “ Ma- 
sonic Jewels, Medals, and K. T. Stars..by Bros. James 





Brush & Son, Masonic Jewellers to the G. L. I.” (Ire- 
land) They also advertise other medals. The book 
which gives the engraving is said to be quite scarce. 

2 This medal I have been unable to place. It is 
apparently quite old, and probably dates from near the 
close of the last century, and judging by the legend and 
device, was struck by one of the Scottish Directories. 
A Lodge of the same name at Rheims has struck a 
medal already described. Whether this is to be attrib- 
uted to the same source I cannot say. An impression 
is in the Lawrence Cabinet. 
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THE END OF THE TRADE DOLLARS. 


Tue trade dollar bullion, which is to be coined into standard silver dollars, 
is stored in the mints of Philadelphia and New Orleans. It results from the 
melting into bars of the trade dollars, redeemed at their face value under the 
Act of March 3, 1887, providing for the redemption of all such coins not mu- 
tilated, defaced or stamped, presented within six months from the date of the 
Act. The total number of redeemed coins was 7,689,036, a portion of which 
have already been coined into subsidiary coin. The Act of March 3, 1891, 
provided, however, that the rest should be coined into standard silver dollars 
only, and that this should be done ‘“‘as soon as practicable.” Owing to the 
mandatory coinage of 2,000,000 ounces of silver, or $2,585,000 a month, until 
July 1, under the Act of July 14, 1890, it has been impracticable up to this 
time to coin the trade dollar bullion into standard dollars. The recoinage 
will make a net profit of a little over $600,000. The trade dollar weighed 
\20 grains, while the standard dollar weighs 412 1-2 grains, leaving a margin 
of profit of 7 1-2 grains on each dollar recoined; but as a matter of fact the 
pieces were abraded by wear about five grains each. 

A large amount of subsidiary silver and mint coins will also have to be 
recoined at Philadelphia during the same period. The last Congress made 
an appropriation of $150,000 “for the recoinage of the uncurrent fractional 
silver coin now in the Treasury, abraded be low the limit of tolerance. This 
is about as much as has been appropriated for the last six or seven years 
altogether. It is estimated from what has already been recoined that the loss 


which this appropriation will reimburse will be about five per cent, that is, it 
will pay the loss on the recoinage of from $3,000,000 to $4,000,000. The 
call for subsidiary coins, especially of dimes, has for some time been more 
than the mint was able to supply. 


WORK AT THE PHILADELPHIA MINT. 


Tue demand for dimes continues unabated, and most of the recoinage for the 
present at the U.S, Mint in Philadelphia, will be of that denomination. The coinage of 
dimes during the last three years has been $3,156,476, or 31,564,762 pieces, the prin- 
cipal part of which was executed at Philadelphia, taxing that mint, with its cramped 
space, to its utmost capacity. It is proposed to distribute this recoinage between the 
mints at San Francisco, Philadelphia, and New Orleans. By law, the coinage of minor 
coin—1 cent and § cent pieces —is confined to the mint at Philadelphia. This coin- 
age has been heavy for several years past. During the last three years the coinage of 
five-cent pieces amounted to $2,092,163, and the coinage of one-cent pieces to $1,395,— 
364, making a total coinage of 181,379,671 pieces. This has all been absorbed by the 
public, and there is every indication that the demand for these coins will continue large 
for months to come, and add considerably to the work of the Philadelphia mint. The 
coinage at the mints of San Francisco and Carson City after July 1 will be confined to 
gold pieces and such recoinage of subsidiary silver coins as may be required on the 
Pacific coast. 

This mint has recently installed an Eddy electric motor of twenty-five horse- 
power, which is run by wires from the street. Lack of space has compelled Mr. James, 
the master mechanic, to utilize every possible situation. Power is conveyed from the 
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motor on a twelve-inch pulley, making 1,050 revolutions a minute over a six-inch belt 
toa pulley making 275 revolutions ; thence to the machine shop, where the revolutions 
are reduced to seventy per minute, and last by a belt along the east wall to a shaft on 
the basement line which drives the coinage presses. A 2,000-pound hoisting machine, 
and fan used in ventilating the front offices, will also be driven by the motor, which is 
designed for use while the steam plant is being repaired and in case of accident. 
This is the first instance of an electric motor being used for coinage purposes. 


A REVOLUTIONARY PEACE MEDAL. 


Ix the Journal for November, 1867, Mr. W. S. Appleton described a series of 
Revolutionary Peace Medals, among which was one struck at Leeuwarden, (No. 3.) 
A letter lately published in the Boston Journal, from a correspondent in Holland, has 
a description of an impression of this medal (substantially as given by Mr. Appleton), 
which is preserved in the Museum of Antiquities and History in that city, and adds 
some account of the manner in which the recognition of the United States, by the 
Government of Holland was received by the people. We take the following clipping 
from the letter referred to, 


Let us go into the Museum of Antiquities and History, which this city [Leeuwarden] of 
thirty thousand people is so justly proud of, and see what suggestions of America’s natal day 
there are here. In one of the cases so richly filled with coins of many nations and ages, and 
of medals illustrating Dutch history, is one struck at Leeuwarden in 1782. It represents a tall 
Frisian in ancient costume, grasping friendly hands with a graceful maiden on his right hand, 
while waving away with a gesture of contempt the female figure on his left. ‘The lady whom he 
greets kindly has three plumes, like an Indian, on her head, while beneath her feet lie a pair of 
broken manacles and a sceptre on which she tramples. ‘The other female figure vainly holds 
an olive branch towards the Frisian, while at her side is a most savage looking bull dog baring 
his teeth. Out of the clouds descends a winged angel bearing the hat of liberty, a symbol 
common in the rich medallic history of the Dutch Republic. Both female figures have shields 
resting on the ground by their side. On that of the lady honored by the Frisian we read, “ De 
Vereenig de Staaten van Nord America ” (the Union of the States of North America). On that 
of the woman spurned by the Frieslander we read, “Groot Britanen” (Great Britain). On the 
reverse we translate, “'To the States (the Legislature) of Friesland, in grateful recognition of 
the act of the Provincial Assembly in February and April, 1782. Presented by the Civic Club. 
For Liberty and Glory. Leeuwarden.” 

All this is evidence in silver of the two facts, that after France, Holland was the first 
nation in Europe to recognize the independence and the political existence of our nation; and 
that of the States of the Dutch Republic, Friesland was the first to do so. In taking so impor- 
tant a step, which of itself meant war with Great Britain, though the States General had already 
actually declared war, the individual States must first take action before the matter could come 
up in the National Legislature. While John Adams, our Minister, was eagerly hoping and 
waiting the action of the Dutch Republic, the State of Friesland acted, on the 26th of February, 
1782, by passing a motion to recognize him as Ambassador, and thus to acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of the United States of America. One by one the other State Legislatures followed 
the example of the most northern province, and on the 19th of April (eventful day in American 
history) the vote in the States General was taken, the older and patrician welcoming the new 
and democratic republic. ‘The next day Mr. Adams presented his credentials, and was warmly 
received by the President of the States General. The news of the action of their National 
Legislature was everywhere received by the Hollanders with satisfaction and rejoicing. 

At Franeker, an interesting old city a few miles eastward, there was an especial manifes- 
tation of joy. At that time the University of Franeker (not yet suppressed by Napoleon) was 
at the height of its prosperity. The students set apart the day and night for poetry, songs, 
processions and fireworks in honor of the new American republic across the sea. Oratory, 
eloquence and gunpowder ruled the day and night. Some of the speeches and the poems are 
still preserved in the Museum, and in the recently published history of the University, one of 
them (in Latin) reads in English: “One day’s freedom is worth more than a century passed 
under the tyrant’s yoke,” 
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The American Minister at the Hague, Hon. Samuel R. Thayer, a Minneapolis man of 
New England descent, had his attention called to the medal to which I have referred. It was 
struck by the Civic Club at this city of Leeuwarden, with the sanction of the Friesland 
“ States,” or Legislature. From the medal at the Hague Mr. Thayer will have copies made 
for the State Department in silver, and in bronze for some of our historical societies. Mr. 
'hayer has been persistent in earnest efforts to unite the two nations in closer bonds of friend- 
ship, and to illuminate the points of contact between the history of the two peoples. 





DOUBLE DENOMINATION BILL. 


Tue following account of a curious mistake in printing Bank-notes in the Government 
Office, we cut from a New York newspaper. 


The officials of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing at Washington not long 
since received from the Cashier of the First National Bank at Washington, N. J., a 
bank-note of two denominations. By some remarkable mistake the face of the note 
contained the figure and devices of a twenty dollar bill, while the reverse was that of 
a ten dollar national bank note. 

With the curiosity, the cashier of the Bank of Washington sent a rather sarcastic 
note, intimating that his bank was not going into the freak business, and adding that 
as the note had been counted as a twenty dollar bill, he would thank the Treasury 
Department to send in place of it a bill of that denomination about which there could 
be no question. 

Upon receiving the letter and enclosure, the Treasury officials requested General 
Meredith, the chief of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, to have a most searching 
investigation made. General Meredith was at first alarmed at the evidence of some 
vlaring oversight on the part of some of his subordinates. The Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing has always been considered a marvel of perfect surveillance and continual 
check and counter check on every little detail. In all its history it has never lost by 
theft a single note, anda mistake of the nature described was considered among the 
impossibilities. The mistake having occurred in one instance, however, General 
Meredith feared that it might have been repeated in others. All bank notes are 
printed in blocks of four on one sheet and 250 sheets are in a bundle, so that there are 
always 1,000 notes worked off at one printing. The thought occurred to the chief 
that perhaps the entire last issue of tens and twenties for the New Jersey bank was 
made up of the hybrids. 

The investigation was prosecuted with vigor, and at last the cause of the trouble 
was discovered. It appears that in printing the tens and twenties the four notes 
struck off at one time are not all of the same denomination. There are always three 
of one kind and the fourth of another; in this instance three tens and one twenty. 
The plate printers were examined and one of them recollected that when the particular 
notes were being printed one sheet of three tens and one twenty, after having been 
printed on one side only, had fallen to the floor. The explanation of the misprint was 
then easy. The assistant pressman who pickea up the sheet had misplaced it on the 
bundle. When the second impression was made, on the face of the twenty was 
printed the reverse of a ten, and vice versa; the face of one of the three tens was 
backed by the reverse of the twenty; hence there were two ten-twenties in the lot. 

It was some months after the detection of the mistake that the mate to the note 
was discovered. It turned up in Newark, N. J., after having been in circulation for 
some time. It was paid into the office of the Mutual Life Insurance Company, and is 
now in the possession of Mr. Howard Bailey of Newark, who has refused to part with 
it at any price. 
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WASHED PAPER MONEY. 


Have you ever washed filthy lucre? I never heard of such a thing until recently, 
when I happened to be making a sake call at the home of a well-known physician in 
this city. Pausing a moment ‘at. the open door of his office to give him a friendly 
grecting, | noticed a row of “greenbacks” hanging on a string that was stretched 
from the washstand to the chimney- -piece. “I am washing some money,” he said. 
“Tfave you ever seen it done? I do it because I get money “from all kinds of people, 
and it is often so horridly ll that I know it is a breeding-place for microbes, so I 
wash every grimy and ragged bill that comes to me. Give me one of yours, and I will 
show you, 

With some misgivings I handed him a $10 bill, which was excessively dilapidated. 
The physician lathered its face generously with soap, and began a vigorous rubbing. 
Then rinsing it off in cold water he squeezed it dry, and, smoothing it out again, hung 
it in the warm sunshine. To my surprise in a few moments it stiffened itself up and 
became a clean, crisp, new, self-respecting product of the United States treasury, in- 
stead of the limp disgrace that I had been carrying about in my pocket-book. If you 
don’t believe that this is true, try it. — Chicago News. 

If our readers try this, we advise a fine toilet soap, as the lye in ordinary soap 
will tend to remove the ink. Avoid too “vigorous rubbing,” and the effect on the 
paper is quite remarkable. 


NOTES AND QUERIES 


IN connection with the article on designs for our silver coinage on another page, Mr. 
Henry Mitchell, the well known die sinker of Boston, who was one of the Commissioners to 
consider the designs submitted, is quoted as saying : — 


There is one element in the artistic world that clamors for a return to the old Roman 
style of coinage, with its abraded and dull surfaces and irregular edges. ‘They consider a 
polished coin as inartistic in the extreme, and suggest that it is indic ae of the general unpol- 
ished taste of this country, which runs to things glaring and flashy. To adopt the Roman style 
would be to offer a premium to counterfeiting. With our improved methods of casting, any 
schoolboy could compete with Government, and professional counterfeiters would live in clover, 
defying detection, with ordinary caution. 

When the Commission arrived in Philadelphia, it was informed that nearly three hundred 
designs had been submitted. It thought it had a week’s work before it, but an examination of 
the designs showed but few worthy of any special consideration. Some of the designs were 
excellent in an artistic sense, but not at all suitable for the purpose intended. The designing 
of coin dies is largely mechanical for this reason: The Government has coining machinery 
costing $1,500,000, which is adapted to a certain kind of coinage—low relief —and can be 
used for no other, and all designs must be made with that point in view. The coin must be 
stamped by a single blow or pressure, and the milled edge must be higher than the design, in 
order that the coin, when completed, may be perfectly flat. Few of the competitors considered 
this point, and while their designs would be suitable for medals, they were useless for coinage. 
No designs were accepted, and another opportunity will be given for competition under different 
conditions. What those conditions will be is not known at present, as the commission of 
artists in whose hands the matter is left will fully consider the subject before meeting again. 
None of the more noted artists entered this competition, nor will they compete for prizes alone. 
They demand compensation for their time and labor, whether their designs are accepted or not, 
and the next invitation of the Government will be extended to these artists alone, and will be 
more in the form of an order for work. 


AN ANDRE MEDAL. 


Mr. Isaac Ff. VAN Wart, only grandson of Isaac Van Wart, one of the captors of André, 
died in Greenburg, N. Y., ‘Thursday, August 6th, aged 71. The silver medal, attached to the 
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lentical ribbon and rosette as they were given by Gen. Washington to Isaac Van Wart more 
in 110 years ago, were in Mr. Van Wart’s possession when he died. The ribbori and rosette 
- of course, faded, but still retain a remnant of different colorings that look as if the original 
1s might have been red, white and blue. By common precedent the medal falls to the oldest 
ving male, and will descend to Mr. Jacob R. Van Wart of New York. 


AN ANTIQUE GODDESS. 


AN amusing incident in connection with the labors of the Commission to obtain designs 
r the silver coinage is related by Commissioner Mitchell. A woman 70 years of age sent 
‘e photos of herself in as many different positions as the goddess of Liberty, together with a 
del and suggestions as to the most effective use of her likeness. 


re 
mo 

CuiNnaA has just coined a silver dollar which will be accepted in trade in place of the 
Mexican and Japanese coins heretofore used. 


A MEDAL is to be struck in gold by the Corporation of the City of London, as a memento 
if the recent visit of the Emperor of Germany, to England. Only a very limited number are to 
- issued. 


COIN SALES. 

THE following list of recent Coin Sales will be useful for reference. An account of the 
Nagel Sale is given below. ‘The sale of Mrs. Warner’s Cabinet, by the Messrs. Chapman, 
which was peculiarly rich in Masonics, will be noticed at length in our next number. 

March 7. Geo. A. Leavitt & Co., New York. 531 lots. Catalogue by Ed. Frossard. 

March 30, 31. Thos. Birch’s Sons, Phila. 847 lots. By order of J. Colvin Randall. 


April 6,7 and 8. Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge, London. 494 lots. Property of the late Hon. 
George Wood, M. L. C. 


April 6 to 13. G. Theod. Bom & Zoon, Amsterdam. Upwards of 3000 lots. 
Aprilg. Christie, Munson & Woods, London. 180 lots. 


April 14, 15 and 16. Bangs & Co., New York. 1539 lots. Property of F. W. Doughty and others. 
Catalogue by New York Coin & Stamp Co. 


May tt and 12. Thos. Birch’s Sons. 1529 lots. Property of the late George F. West. 

May 25 and following days. Adolph Hess, Frankfort a/m. 4443 lots. Collection of Aug. Delbecke 
and others. 

Fune2. Geo. A. Leavitt & Co., New York. 579 lots. Catalogue by Ed. Frossard. 

June ttand 12. Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge, London. 420 lots. ‘The property of David Farrar, 
I'sq., deceased. 

Fune 15 and following days. L. & L. Hamburger, Frankfort aym. 2460 lots. Collection of Fred. 
von Schennis, Dr. Lippert and others, 2 plates. 

June 16 and 17. Thos. Birch’s Sons, Phila. togt lots. Catalogue by Chas. Steigerwalt. 

June 22. Bangs & Co., New York. 457 lots. Property of E. L. Nagel of Terre Haute, Ind. Cata- 
logue by the Scott Stamp and Coin Co. Ltd. 

Fuly 2. Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge, London. Greek, Romanand Medieval. 168 lots. 


Fuly 3,4 and 6. Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge. 508 lots. Properties of the late Charles Reach 
Smith, J. W. Rawlings, R. K. Soden Smith and others. 


Fuly 15, 16and17. Davis & Harvey, Phila. 2000 lots. Property of Mrs. Thomas Warner and 
others. Catalogue by S. H. & H. Chapman. 


THE NAGEL COLLECTION. 


THE collection of Mr. E. L. Nagel, of Terre Haute, was sold at Bangs & Co.’s rooms, New York, 
on Monday, June 22. The catalogue was prepared by the Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Ltd. ‘The collection 
contained some remarkable pieces, among which may be mentioned three $50 gold slugs, two of which 
sold for $74, and a round one, in fair condition, brought 86.50 An unpublished $20 gold piece by Wass, 
Molitor & Co., brought but $30, and a medal of Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, a revolutionary General, 
also unpublished, realized only 5. Other lots we quote as follows: Hindostan, Zodiac Mohur with 
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Capricorn, 11.75. //alf Dollars.—1796, 15 and 1:6 stars, both very good, 41 and 45.50; 1797, good, 
33-75. Dollars.—1798, small eagle rev., v. good, 5.20; 1836, Gobrecht on base, proof, 12.75; 1858, 
proof, 40. A very good specimen of the 1804 Cent, 12.50. Oak tree Shilling, good, 5.10: do., Two- 
pence, 3; a Six Thaler piece of 1666, Augustus, Brunswick-Luneburg, fine and rare, 26.25; the large 
Rembrant medal with rev. representation of his celebrated painting ‘* The Round of the Night,” 9; 
Washington Inaugural Centennial Medal, 1887, given to the Committee, 5.10. The Fractional Currency 
and Broken Lank Bills brought good prices, showing that interest in the collecting of paper money is 
increasing. ‘This has marked all the sales during the past year. The rare Confederate notes sold as 
follows: $100, Richmond train of cars /., 7; $100, Montgomery train of cars 7., 6, and the $1000 Mont- 
gomery, 25. All these were in very fine condition. ‘The sale realized $1,397. 


“MILLING” AND “REEDING” OF A COIN. 


The following, from a California paper, corrects a popular misapprehension of a common 
term. 


Wuar is the “milling” on a dollar or other coin? There is a popular belief that 
the corrugations on the rim of a dollar are the milling. The point happened to arise 
in a conversation with a coiner at the San Francisco Mint the other day. The coiner 
picked up a “blank,” a round piece of silver cut out of a silver bar. It had gone 
through one machine, which had slightly rounded the edges. The blank was dropped 
into a milling machine, and when it came out a second or two later, the rim was flat 
and the edges of the rim were raised a little above the level of the sides. The 
“milling” is this plain raised rim, without reference to any corrugations anywhere. 
The purpose of the milling is to protect the surface of the sides from wear. The 
milled blank was dropped into a stamping machine, from which it came a perfect 
dollar. While in the machine the piece dropped into a corrugated collar and, the - 
piece expanding under great pressure, the rim was forced into the corrugations and 
became similarly corrugated. These parallel notches or corrugations on the edge, 
which are generally erroneously called the milling, constitute the “reeding.”’ 


BOOK NOTICES. 


Mr. J. N. Svoronos, in the course of his researches in various Museums, under- 
taken under the auspices of the Berlin Academy, has put together some valuable 
notes on coins in a work entitled Nostopata dvddexta. [Numismata Analekta, 7. é., 
“Numismatic Fragments.”’] These relate mostly to coins of Byzantium, which bear 
interesting types, many of which have been previously wrongly described or incorrectly 
explained. In an interesting review of the work by Mr. Barclay V. Head, in the 
“ Numismatic Chronicle,” he mentions the following : 

Byzantium. The young horned head with flowing hair, described by me (B.V. H.) 
| Hist. Num. p. 231] as that of the river Lycus (?) is shown to be that of Keroessa, the 
daughter of Io, and the mother of Poseidon of Byzas, the founder of Byzantium. 
Similarly in connection with the lo myth the so-called Bu// standing on a dolphin, the 
well-known type of early coins of Byzantium, is explained by the author as a repre- 
sentation of lo in the form of a cow crossing the Bosporus, which is symbolized by 
the dolphin. On the other hand, the cow or heifer on the reverse of the coin bearing 
the head of Keroessa is distinguished from the ordinary Byzantine type by the absence 
of the dolphin. It is supposed by Mr. Svoronos to be the monument which was set up 
by Chares, the Athenian general, on the bank of the Bosporus, on the spot where he 
buried the faithful girl who had accompanied him in the capacity of Hetaira, on his 
expedition in aid of Byzantium, during the war with Philip of Macedon, The pet 
name of this young lady was Boidion, and her tomb had a poetical inscription of eight 
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lines (all hexapent.) This coin is thus a counterpart of the well-known Corinthian 
picce on which the tomb of the Hetaira Lais is represented. [B. M. Cat. Corinth, p. 
92, and Pausanias, ii, 2, 4.] 

Another discovery of considerable archaeological interest is the fact that on a 
coin of Deultum in Thrace, the type of Perseus rescuing Andromeda is copied even in 
its minutest details from a Pompeian wall painting. 


Tne Coins or WanG Mana by J. A. Brudin is a very neat 11 page illustrated 
reprint from the Mumismatist. The descriptions are brief and clear. The 24 illustra- 
tions seem to be all that could be desired. Those who are interested in this particular 
series will find it useful. 


CANADIAN CoMMUNION TOKENS, by Robert Wallace McLachlan, is a 64 page 
reprint from the Canadian Antiquarian. The extent of these pieces may be partly 
understood when it is said that the index shows 192 different towns in which they 
were issued. The work is well done, and a very attractive feature of it is the histori- 

notes accompanying the descriptions, to which a distinction is given by setting 
them in different type from the body of the work. 


Report of the Proceedings of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Phila- 
delphia for the years 1887-1889. 86 pp. Illustrated with plate and figures. Among 
the papers is one from Rev. W. M. Beauchamp on Early Medals, Rings, etc., found in 
Onondaga and Cayuga Counties, N. Y. Our Canadian friends will find some informa- 
tion regarding two rare medals. 


STATISTICS OF THE COINAGE FOR CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND, by R. W. Mac- 
Lachlan, is an eight page pamphlet with accompanying table. It is full of information 
as to the coinage of each year, for the different Provinces, from 1858 to 1890 inclusive. 
As the years when coins were struck are not consecutive, there is quite an amount of 
detail to master in this series, which ranges from Half Cents and Cents in copper, 5, 


10, 20, 25 and §0¢. silver, to $2 in gold. 


OBITUARY. 


Mr. Byron REED, of Omaha, a well-known lover of the Numismatic art, and 
long a subscriber to the Journal, died at his late residence, corner of Twenty-fifth and 
Dodge Streets, on the 6th of June last, after an illness of several weeks. Mr. Reed 
was born’ March 12, 1829, at Darien, Genesee Co., N. Y., of Puritan stock, and re- 
moved when a boy of thirteen, with his father’s family to Wisconsin,—the town where 
they settled being named for his native place. In 1856 he settled at Omaha, and 
engaged in the real estate business, in which he accumulated a large fortune. He 
had a fine library of rare books and manuscripts, and his collection of coins is said by 
those familiar with what it contained, to rank among the five or six finest and most 
complete in the United States. It comprises about all that have ever been struck in 
this country, and many of other lands, including many of the rarest Ancient Greek 
and Roman coins, and his treasures of old books and the like, include some rare and 
beautiful Missals, and historical papers of great value. 

He was a Corresponding Member of the American Numismatic and Archaeolo- 
gical Society, and his knowledge of coins was recognized a year ago by his appointment 
by President Harrison, as a member of the United States Assay Commission for 18go. 

He was well known to the Eastern Coin dealers, for it has long been his habit to 
visit the Atlantic coast annually, and sometimes oftener, in order to add to his collec- 
tion of coins and medals. 

Mr. Reed was a public spirited citizen, one of his last acts in a series of unosten- 
tatious gifts which especially marked his later years, was to bequeath to the city of 
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Omaha land for a site for the free public library building, which shall also contain an 
art gallery and a museum to be under control of the Public Library Board, and to be 
fully accessible to the public. He also gave in his will his collection of coins, books 
manuscripts and rare historical documents. These are now contained in a huge vault 
off his library. The value of his bequest to the city is estimated by competent author- 
ities at from $80,000 to $100,000. Mr. Reed’s estate is estimated at fully $2,000,000, 
and he has attested his confidence in his son by making him his sole executor. 

Mr. Reed married in 1862, Miss Mary M. Perkins, of Iowa, who, with two chil- 
dren, survives him. Ilis funeral was attended from Trinity Cathedral, Omaha, on the 
sth of June, and was conducted by Capito] Lodge, F. and A. M., of which for many 
years he was Master. 


EDITORIAL. 


THe Yournal will hereafter be conducted by a new Board of Editors, whose names 
appear elsewhere. ‘The senior editor has been connected with its publication for more than 
twenty years, and no change in the plan of the Magazine is contemplated, except to improve it 
wherever possible. ‘The descriptive lists of Medals which have given the Yournal a special 
reputation, will be continued, and we have the promise of assistance from many of those con- 
tributors whose names are familiar to our readers. While attention will be given to American 
numismatics, and more particularly in the present volume to the early history of the U.S. Mint, 
it will be our endeavor to keep our subscribers informed of the latest advances in the science 
abroad. In our notices of Coin sales, it may be proper to add, to prevent any possible misap- 
prehension, the strictest impartiality to all dealers will be carefully maintained. We shall 
welcome notes and contributions from all lovers of numismatics, and queries will receive careful 
attention. We hope to retain our old subscribers, and shall be obliged to any of our friends 
who may aid in increasing our circulation. The Yournal is not published as a money-making 
magazine, but simply for the benefit of the science, and its entire income will be devoted to 
increasing its value and interest to its readers. 


THosr subscribers who may be in arrears for preceding volumes are requested to remit 
whatever may be due, to Mr. JEREMIAH CoLBuRN, 18 Somerset Street, Boston. Bills for the 
current volume which as heretofore, are payable in advance, are enclosed in this number, and 
remittances should be made to W. T. R. Marvin, 73 Federal St., Boston, 


In the Circular sent out to friends of the Journal, we named the 15th of August as the 
approximate date when the first number would be issued. ‘The difficulty in obtaining paper of 
the right size, weight, and color, has made us a few days behind, By some accident, the paper 
after it was manufactured was delayed in reaching us. It is intended that future numbers 
shall be ready at their dates. 


CURRENCY. 


A sitveR dollar has gone out of circulation in Ohio, a boy having swallowed it! If the 
result is fatal it will create another dolor, 


Tue day of the goose that laid a golden egg has, alas, departed, but here is a Aen worth 
having ; and Spriggins hopes that no shorted-sighted love of immediate profits will prevent the 
‘Portsmouth woman ” from “setting” a few nestfuls of these wonderful eggs. “A Ports- 
mouth, (N. H.) woman recently found a one cent piece in an egg which one of her hens had 
laid, and later on the same hen laid an egg with a ten cent piece in it.” 








